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By Elaine Jarvik

Desoret News

abies are dying as you read this, says
om Rodgers. “Gassed,” is how he puts

it on a Web site with alarming domain
ames: GassingAmerica.us, Deadly
umes.us, HUDsToxicHell.us.

The problem, he says, is that
HUD-manufactured homes — the
millions of low-cost factory-built
homes that fall under federal
regulations — typically come
equipped with furnace exhaust
vents on the roof that are placed
too close to the powered air-

Zions Bank's Thredgold remains
optimistic about America’s future

By Chuck Gates
Danerot News

Behold the new-millennia economist, The un-
likely metamorphosis from dweeb to approach-
ingerockestarstatus is complete,

It's not that economists of bygone eras didn't
have opinions, but they mostly debated among
themselves for lack of broader audiences, In
fact, the recently passed federal stimulus pack-
age is rooted in the theories of John Maynard
Keynes, considered among the most influential
sconomists of the first half of the 20th century.

But a funny thing has happened on the way to
the global economic meltdown, Hemorrhaging
401(k)s, vanishing home equity, stimulus pack:
ages and unemployment up the wazoo hive
everyone secking soothsayers. The result has
been many an economist trading their elip-on
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Ready for Madness

Utah, BYU and New Mexico
stand in a three-way tie atop
the MWC as the regular
season ends.
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school basketball crown while West *

wins the 4A state title. In 1A action,
- Escalante is the champion, '
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Jay L. Bishop, left, and Thomas Rodgers, center, talk with
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legislative intern Buchanan Davis at the Capitol on Feb. 4.

intake pipe. Under certain
conditions — depending on wind
direction and snow accumula-
tion on the roof — the exhaust
is sucked back in, he argues, and
that means that carbon monoxide
wafts unseen through the house,
Rodgers, a retired scientist, and

bow tie for elip-on micro-
phone.

Among the hottest econo-
mists on the planet right
now is Nouriel Roubini, a
doom-mongering professor
of economics at the Stern
Business School at New
i | York University, Roubini’s
Jeff Thredgold  hanced stature comes from
just so happening to be the guy who correctly
predicted much of the current financial implo-
sion, Roubini shares his dire warnings in a
weekly column for Forbes and regularly crowds
Obama’s Dream Team of economists, Timothy
Geithner, Lawrence Summers and Paul Volker,
as well as other A-teamers like New York Times
columnist and Nobel laureate in economics
Paul Krugman for the spotlight.

And just like trickle-down economics theory,

Please see THREDGOLD o A5

his friend Jay Bishop, a retired
chemical engineer, are adamant
about this. For the past year they E{]
have doggedly tried to get the at-
tention of state and local officials,
as well as the U.S, Department =
of Housing and Urban Develop-
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ment, which oversees the homes,
To Rodgers and Bishop, it's sim-
y a matter of common sense,
ver let a child play 3
feet from a car exhaust pipe, they
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Obama
says U.S.
is losing
the war

Reaching out to Taliban in
Afghanistan is a possibility

By Helene Cooper
and Sheryl Gay Stolberg
Naw York Timea News Sarvice
WASHINGTON — President Ba-
rack Obama declared in an intefview
that the United States was not win-
ning the war
in Afghanistan
and opened
the door to a
reconciliation
process in
which the US.
military would
reach out to
moderate
elements of the GGG

Taliban, much
Bateg e e DRAMA RISINESS

Barack Obama

.Itju;mi militias :g';;’f:sn:;ﬂ ﬂﬁz'"zp"‘?”
Carbon monoxide crusade: Duo's war against HUD Obana A2, 8

pointed to the i

suceess in peeling Iraqi insurgents
away from more hard-core elements
of al-Qaida in Mesopotamia, a
strategy that many credit as much as
the increase of American forces with
turning the war around in the last
two years, “There may be some com-
parable up|1:a_‘on.|mitiea in Afghanistan
and in the Pakistani region,” he said,
while cautioning that solutions in
Afghanistan will be complicated.

In a conversation with The New
York Times aboard Air Force One on
Friday, Obama reviewed the chal-
lenges to his administration. The
president said he could not assure
Americans the economy would be-

Please sec OBAMA on A6

When economy
bottoms out, how
will we know?

By Alan Zlbel, Christopher Leonard
and Tim Paradis
Associated Press

When will this wretched economy bottom
out?

The recession is already in its 15th month,
making it longer than all but two downturns
since World War I1. For now, everything
seems to be getting worse: The Dow is in
free fall, jobs are vanishing every day, and
one i eight American homeowners is in
foreclosure or behind on payments.

But the economy always recovers. It runs
in cycles, and economists are watching an

Please see BOTTOM on A6
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A 16-year-old girl was shot to death in Provo & Daylight-saving time returned today, soif & K “’fﬂb "".ﬁ"* ! Crossword  ES Vlﬂwpdlhfu Gle =
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argue, and yet HUD code
allows the furnace exhaust
vent to be located as close

as 3 horizontal feet from the
powered air intake. Most
miinicipal codes put that
distance at no closer than 10
feet (sometimes 12 feet) hori-
zontally, or 3 feet vertically.

Despite a year of lobbying,
their main success so far is
an e-mail sent from HUD's
office of press relations to
the Deseret News, 10 months
after the two men first
contacted the federal depart-
ment: “HUD has the matier
under review. Based on the
results of that review, it may
be referred to the Manufac-
tured Housing Consensus
Committee for their recom-
mendations.”

According to HUD spokes-
man Lemar Wooley, Rodgers'
inquiry is the first the depart-
ment has received about the
possible carbon-monoxide
danger in HUD homes, al-
though HUD has allowed the
3-foot vent-intake design for
more than 30 years.

1t's hard to know what to
make of the lack of com-
plaints, Does it mean that
there haven't been ant prob-
lems? Or that the problems
hate gone undetected and
misdiagnosed? Like much in
this saga, it’s hard to tell what
i4 proof and what is not. It's
harl to know whether proof
should matter.

One morning earlier this
winter, Bishop and Rodgers
werg at the state Capitol
trying to get some traction
for their concerns. After try-
ing unsuccessfully to get an
appointment with Attorney

eneral Mark Shurtleff, they

I ran into two members of the

Bountiful City Council. Both
Rodgers and Bishop live in
Bountiful, so they were happy
to see some friendly faces.

Bishop, who has a Ph,D.
in chemistry, spent 20 years
at the Tooele Army Depot,
helping the military meet the
requirements of the Environ-
mental Protection Aﬁency.
Like Rodgers, hia father was
in the heating business. Rod-
gers, who once was a cattle
rancher but now is a vegan,
once worked as a pathologist.

“Wo're poisoning babies,
right now, today,” Rodgers
told the Bountiful council
members as they stood in
the hall outside the attorney
general’s office, It's a senti-
ment Rodgers uses repeatedly.
“We have dead people and sick
people,” he'll often say to any-
one who will listen, All winter
long he has walked the halls of
the Capitol, trying to get the
attention of lawmakers.

Rodgers and Bishop want
the news media to alert the
public go that people living in
HUD homes can take some
immediate temporary mea-
sures to solve the problem,
and they want state govern-
ments to pass regulations o
solve the problem permanent-
ly. They predict that HUD
will never admit its code is
dangerous,

Pressed for details, howev-
er, hoth Rodgers and Bishop
have no hard data to prove
that anyone has been killed or
injuired as a result of the HUD
venting design.

Here's the problem: The
lack of evidence could mean
there have been no deaths
or injuries, but it also could
mean that earbon monoxide
is a stealthy gas that produces
symptoms so vague — flu-
like headaches and nausea,
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The Conrad family, Alan and Zachary, front, Whitney, top left, Dave, Danlel, Mary and Kelsi stand outside their home in Manti last week.

chest pain, dizziness — that
the people affected, and the
doctors who treat them, don't
blame the right culprit.

Hospitals do not routinely
test for carbon-monoxide
poisoning, so it's hard to get
data. And low-level, chronic
carbon-monoxide poison-
ing is even harder to detect
than acute carbon-monoxide
poisoning, Symptoms include
depression and memory
impairment, in addition to
flu-like problems, according
to David G. Penney, a profes-
gor at Wayne State University
and an expert on carbon-
monoxide poisoning.

The poisoning “is more of-
ten missed than found,” says
Penney. “It's not something
physicians are trained in.” A
yearlong Rhode Island study
published in 2008 in the Jour-
nal of Emergency Medicine,
hased on carbon-monoxide
screenings of all emergency-
room patients, estimated that
as many as 11,000 cases of
low-level carbon-monoxide
poisoning go undetected each
year in the United States,

“Chronic CO poisoning
is often misdiagnosed as
chronic fatigue syndrome, a
viral or bacterial pulmonary
or gastrointestinal infection,
a run-down condition, im-
mune deficiency, ete.,” writes
Penney on his Web site
coheadquarters.com,

CT scans and MRIs gener-
ally show no lesions, he says,
“syen when neuropsychologi-
cal and/or neurologic evalu-
ations may detect functional
deficits.” ;

“I wouldn't want Lo live in
a place where the separation
(between the exhaust vent
and supplemental air intake)
is only 3 feet,” Penney said in
a recent interview, “Ten feet
would be a minimal distance,
as far as I'm concerned.”

Penney, who.has not
reviewed the particulars of
the HUD homes, is one of
several ﬁmfuuaiunala who
have echoed Rodgers’ and
Bishop's general concerns,
including former state Sen,
Patley Hellewell of Orem,
who owns a plumbing and
heating company. But other
experts are more cautious,

The odds of carbon mon-

“Chronic CO polsoning
Is often misdiagnosed as
chronic fatigue syndrome,
a viral or bacterial pulmo-
nary or gastrointestinal
infection, a run-down con-
dition, immune deficiency,
m.ll

David G. Penney
Wayno State University professor,
oxpart on tp@w@ﬂda pulsunlnn,_

oxide poisoning because of
the venting configuration

are “incredibly low,” notes
Gordon Walker, director of
the state division of Housing
and Community Develop-
ment. “But that doesn’t mean
it couldn't lmppen” under a
“perfect storm” of weather
conditions, he adds.

Rod Larson, industrial
hygiene director of the Rocky
ountain Center for Occu-
ational and Environmental

ealth in Salt Lake City, says
that if he were building a
house, he would want 10 feet
between the exhaust vent and
the air intake. But, he adds,
the two men are making as-
sumptions that aren't true.

Yes, Rodgers’ Web site
includes a video of exhaust
being pushed, by a strong
breeze, over to the air intake.
But, Larson argues, “they're
making assumptions that
100 percent of the exhaust
is being picked up by the air
intake. That's definitely never
going to happen.” Dilution
with the ambient air would
récuce the carbon monoxide
in the exhaust to 1/100 of
its original amount by the
time it entered the house, he
calculates,

You need to show some
proof, Larson told the two
crusaders; you need to pro-
vide carboxyhemoglobin tests
of sick people, for example,
and third-party evaluations
showing how much carbon
monoxide is actually bein;
pulled into the homes. Other-
wise, he says, “you're goings
to scare people,” with no
proof to back up the claims.

That's the response, too,
from the Manufactured Hous-

ing Institute’s viee president
for regulatory affairs. “There
has to be some documenta-
tion,” Jeff Inks argues. “No
evidence is being brought
forward.”

Rodgers and Bishop are
frustrated by this Catch-22.
They can't provide poisoning
data because hospitals do not
rautinely test for carbon-mon-
oxide poisoning, and nobody
wants to spend money to te_sl
the homes, Larson guesses it
would take at least $10,000 to
do a proper third-party evalu-
ation, “I'm opmling on $750
retilrement (income),” sighs

I,

In his retirement Rodgers
rins a nogmm organization
called LifeSave Biological Re-
search, and he has many Web
sites, on topics ranging from
veganism to vaccines, Pas-
sionate and sincere, he tends
to start his harangues in the
middle, leaving his listeners
struggling to catch up, often
exhausted by his details. And
sometimes his lobbying is
unorthodox. Standing in At-
torney General Mark Shurtl-
ef's office one day, hoping to
get an audience, he told the
receptionist to tell Shurtleff
he needs to “clean up his
diet.” He readily admits that
he has angered ranchers and
public health officials for his
slances on veganism and
fluoridation. Because some of
the HUD trailers house illegal
immigrant farm workers, his
efforts to call attention to the
venting problem has resulted
in death threats, he says.

Rodgers and Bishop believe
they do have ane piece of
evidence: the case of a baby
named Daniel, the son of
Dave and Mary Conrad of
Manti, The Conrads live in a
manufactured home, one of 9
million such occupied units
nationwide,

Last winter, Daniel, then six
mionths old, was sluggish and
spit up constantly. He eventu-
aﬁy ended up at Primary
Children’s Medical Center.
Daniel was not tested for
carbon-monoxide poisoning
and was instead diagnosed
with malnutrition, a thyroid
problem and a rare genetic
disease, Kabuki Syndrome,
according to Dave Conrad.

Before Daniel was hospital-
ized, neighbors had contacted
{he Utah Division of Child
and Family Services, con-
cerned about Daniel’s wan
appearance, The Conrads
beEeve that the neighbors
were concerned because the
Conrads are vegans,

The Conrads are [riends of
Rodgers, When he came to
the hospital to visit Daniel,
hie @m{‘s he knew right away
that the family had been
exposed to carbon-monoxide
poisoning, Dave Conrad's
face, Ro fm s4ys, was
jaundiced and showed signs
of rosacea, two symptoms of
the poisoning.

The division ordered the
Conrads to adopt a treatment
plan for Daniel that included
exiensive tests, When the
Conrads failed to comply,
they were Inltinll{y charged
wit{. contempt of court, but
the case was later dismissed
following a hearing.

While not willing to com-
ment on the specifics of the
Conrad case, Dr. Ed Clark,
medical director of Primary
Children’s Medical Center,
says his hospital does not
routinely test all patients for
carbon-monoxide poisoning.
“The cost-benefit level (of
testing everyone) would be

uesationable,” he says. “We

o carbon-monoxide testing
when it's indicated ... It’s -
something we do on a fairly
frequent basis, especially in
the winter and depending on
symptoms,”

Rodgers says he helped
the Conrads fix the carbon-
monoxide problem before
Daniel was brought home
from the hospital by tying a
plastic bag over the air intake
and instructing the Conrads
Lo open a window one-hall
inch, on the side of the house
opposite to the exhaust vent.
(Carbon-monoxide detec-
tors are helpful, says Bishop,
but aren't foolproof: Some
only go off when the carbon-
monoxide level reaches 400
pfsm. and by then a baby may
already be dead, he says.)

Videos on the Web site
DaniellnTheLionsDén.us
show a robust, energetic
baby playing with his siblings
seven months after his hospi-

talization, Daniel is now 16
months old and, according

to his father, is healthy. Dave
Conrad is convinced that his
son’s illness was caused by
the closeness of the exhaust
vent and supplemental air
supply.

Dave Conrad says that the
previous owners of the house
had “a lot of unexplained
health problems, including
multiple miscarriages and
a learning disability in one
child. He says he has alao
visited 15 HUD homes in his
neighborhood and that some
of the people had “unex- -
plained health problems.”

“I don't care about retri-

bution or whatever,” Dave
Conrad says. “T just want
the public to be warned.”
He wants them to know that
the problem is easy to fix, at
least temporarily, with some
plastic and duet tape,

Dave Conrad, Rodgers and
Bishop are upset that local in-
spectors do not inspect HUD
homes, Wayne Holman, Chief
Investigator with the Utah
Department of Oceupational
and Professional Licensing,
explains that “local build-
ing officials don't really
have any responsibility or

urisdiction” to inspect HUD

omes, except o make sure
that they have been ‘properlj
set on their foundations an
that plumbing and electrical
syatems have been attached
properly.

Bishop has written a draft
executive order that he hopes
Gov. Jon M. Huntsman Jr.
will issue, including the stipu-
lation that “building safety
inspectora must stop giving
permits to HUD homes or
those like them, until they are
made safe.”

Neither he nor Rodgers
stand to make any mone
off their crusade, They don’t
even have any family mem-
bers who live in manufactured
housing. It's the poor and
the disenfranchised, Rodgers
gays, that he wants to help:
Mexican immigrants living in
the homes, American Indians,
peaple who can’t afford to live
anywhere else, babies.

“I'm just trying to save
lives,” he says.

E-MAIL: jarvik@desnews.com






